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i Published by Steve McLendon, Box 57066, Webster.Texas 77598 (713-332-6620). 
ti Openings in regular DIPLOMACY are available. Gamefees are $2.50 (plus a $2.50 
I refundable deposit if the player does not drop his position) + a subscription 
I of $3-00/12 issues. 

I Deadline for all games is Wednesd ay, July 20. 
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PRANCE TAKES CHANNEL AS SIX LAMBS GLEEFULLY PLAY! 



AUSTRIA (Robert Elliot) 



ENGLAND (Marck Morrison) 



FRANCE (Cliff Mann) 



GERMANY ( John Sokol) 



ITALY ( Clyde Hayman) 



RUSSIA(John Machir) 



TURKEY (Mark Berch) 



A Bud-Ser, F Tri-Alb, A Vie-Tri 

F Edi-Nwg, F Lon-Nth, A Lpl-Yor 

F Bre-Eng, A Par-Gas, A Mar-Spa 

A Mun-Ruh, A Ber-Kie, F Kie-Hol 

A Ven-Tus, A Rom-Apu, F Nap-Ion 
F StP(sc)-Fin, A Mos-Sev, A War-Ukr, F Sev-Rum 

: A Con-Bui, A Smy-Arro, F Ank-Con 



Well, maybe this bunch just starts out slow. Sure seems to be a lot of "feeling 
out" going on. I got it; you guys are just saving it for 1902, right? Then the 
entire board will become engulfed in one big holocaust. 

Fall, 1901 orders are due by the deadline date. 

ZZZZZZZZZZZrZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZS^D^i^ip^i^ii^iZBB^S^ZZZZZZZIZZZZI ZZZZZZZZZZZZIZZZZZZZZ 

Rome : Italy announces the formalization of a non-aggression pact with France. 
The conditions of this pact provide that France will not build or move fleets 
in the Mediterranean area. Italy and France both agree that the Piedmont will 
be a non-military zone between the two countries. // Got that, Cliff? Now don't 
nobody go tryin' to stir up trouble between these two lovebirds.// 

Smyrna, June 1.5' The Search for the West Coast, part I t So we each took a hit of 
the ol* wondowpane and in half an hour we felt the lysergic serge surge. We 
blinked and were in Paris, to find Dr. J, Alphonso pepper. A brown smile sidled 
up to me and said: "Hey, I'm the French-Mann //Boo-o-o!//. I'll tell you how 
it's all going to turn out. When the smoke clears ('Speaking of which....', 
interrupted my sidekick, Floyd) the survivors will be you and me and...." 

"Oops," I replied. "Wrong reality." Set the controls for the heart of K. 



(See page 2 for the rest of this nonsense) 



; DIPLOMACY is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allen B. Calhamer \ 

■ and copyrighted by Avalon Hill Corporation, ^517 Hartford Road, Baltimore, I 

■ Maryland 2121^. \ 
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LETTERS FORGED I WARS STARTED! 
ANY ALLIANCE BROKEN! 

Are you depressed over the way things 
are going in your game? That English/ 
French alliance too much for you to 
stand up to? Is that non-aggression 
pact between Austria and Italy about 
to drive you up the wall? 

Yes, dear Dippy players, we are the 
answer. No assignment is too tough 
for us. We can assure you of a 'WIN, 
even if you are down to your last 
unit. Prices range from $^.95-19.95- 
Vrite us at 432 AM 2KttfI 10, M0CBA t CCCP 





Cynoscephalae Press (cont'd) 

We blinked and were in a different France. "Sure are a lot of foreigners here. 
Germans, Italians, English. ... this place may not last long. Ah, there's 'Free' 
and ' Jasper' . 

I cannot describe what they look like because, well, it's not my press. It's 
not even my war. So I introduce myself: 

"Free, I'm Pink, he's Floyd. Would- ja like a splif f //??//? 

"Don't use that word, Pink. The GM doesn't know what it means and he might just 
put "/?/" after it again." 
"What's a GM? " 

"A Texan Spaceman. When we saw him last, he had a Russian knife in his hand." 
"I do recall. But that knife is right back in the Turkish back ("0oh..that 
hurts," says the Turk -Mann) now. Seems like just yesterday he pulled it out, 
but now it's back again. /The Case of the Phantom Knife!//. But .back to our 
business here: Will you, Free and Jasper, join us on our search? We have only 
one clue as to v/hat or where we are seeking: It's on the West Coast." 
"Ah, Pink, there's no west coast here. There's an east, north, and two south' s." 
"There is, now, for us. Look in your rules, Revision B, #7, line i, Penultimate 
word. 'What we seek is on the West Coast!" //Ever heard of the Twilight Zone?//. 
//Hey, Sklarf. Would you hand me the blyxl so I can take it to Ythil.// 

England (in the name of His Most Royal Highness, His Majesty King Marckle Sparckle, 
XII, King of the Joint Kingdoms of England: Somewhere north of London, 5 Feb. , 
1901, Hot Pepper Press: 

Well the new king has finally been crowned and his regent chosen. His Most Royal 
Highness, His Majesty King Marckle Sparckle the XII (three year old seventeenth 
cousin of abdicating Queen Jonathan, the Brute) is England's new ruler. Because 
of the unusual kinship traditions of the raining (snowing, sleeting, or hailing 
but wet, always wet) family the new Monarch's regent is the former Queen's 
second step cousin, Dr. Jebediah Alphonse Pepper, III. 

(the agony still continues, next page) 
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Cynoscephalae_PreGS_( still_contM) 

The dashing, dapper Doctor denied rumors that he had pressured for Queen Jon- 
athan's abdication while knowing full well that he would become regent due to the 
recent (and timely?) death of his sister's third husband ' s second son //Soap 
operas don't have anything on this kid.//. A death also rumored to be part of 
the Doctor's devious determination to direct the duties of the Monarchy. 

At a news conference following the official appointment announcement, he avoided 
discussion of the rumors saying, "One should never accept face values. Rumors 
serve their purposes, but the judgement of truth and value comes twice; once 
immediately from first impressions and, secondly, later in retrospect. It is 
that second judgement one remembers. Let us wait for now." When pressed further 
he called it an "impracticle matter to persue." 

He then shifted the focus of the discussion by making a few announcements of his 
own: (1) his intention of establishing embassies in Germany, France, and Russia, 
(2) ordered ail impounded marijuana released to his personal protection and del- 
ivered to his personal chambers, (3) named his brother Johann 'Liebfraumilch 1 
Pepper as Primed Minister, (4) appointed as Regent of Vice his step-son John- Boy 
Hotchkiss-Greene-Pepper-Smythe, (5) placed all relatives (whose lives could 
affect his status as regent) under protective custody or house arrest, (6) the 
expected sending of an expeditionary force to Norway to search for the legendary 
Norv/egian Nunderthumb, the smoke of Asgard and Odin himself. 

He then lit a cigarette (or at least it looked like one)//What happened to his 
spliffs?//, smiled, and seemed uninterested in answering any further questions. 
So the press joined the smoke break and waited expectantly knowing that the high 
point of the conference was only beginning to unfold. However; when the smoke 
cleared they discovered the Doctor gone and the question and answer session 
abruptly and unsatisfactorily ended. Dr. J. Alphonse Pepper would undoubtedly 
have an interesting relationship with the English Press. //He hasn't scored too 
many points here, either 1// 

London to Paris and Berlin : "Wilkommen, bienvenue, welcome. .. again. //Yes, in 
fact, the French-Mann is really reaching out to shake hands// 

Somewhere else north of London (12 May 1901. Hot Pepper Press) i Monarchal 
Regent Dr. J. Alphonse Pepper today announced five additional Regal Holidays. 
They are: New Year's Eve/New Year's Day ( a Two-day holiday), January 26 (King 
Marckle Sparckle, XII' s birthday), the first day of spring, the first day of 
autumn, and all Friday the Thirteenths'. 
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EUROPE PAUSES TO COUNT THE DEAD 



AUSTRIA: 


F Gre retreated to Alb. 


Removes A Rum 


ENGLAND : 


Removes F NAt 




FRANCE : 


F Mid retreated to NAf, 


F Spa(sc) retreated to GoL. Removes A Par. 


GERMANY: 


Builds A Ber 




ITALY : 


Builds A Ven, F Nap 




RUSSIA : 


A Rum retreats to Ukr. 


Removes F Swe. 


TURKEY : 


Builds F Smy 




Seasons 


are separated per player 


request. Spring, 1903 orders are due by the 


deadline 


date. 
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Paris; November, 1902 : As the end of the second year of war occurred the people 
of France had both good and bad news. Marseilles, that great French city, was 
recaptured by the free French armed forces. The bad news was that the province 
of Burgundy now rests under German oppression. The French government has slight 
hopes of stopping the invasion of the homeland now but it hopes to hold out as 
long as possible. The sea escape route through Gascony was closed by the English 
navy but French defeatists are still escaping to Switzerland through Marseilles. 
It is reported that the noble Austrians were also beset by the Italians recently. 
The French-Austrian plan to blitz the Italians was followed by France when the 
Austrians backed out (without informing the French, of course). Nov/ the Italians 
are in Trieste. The French republic claims that Austrian cowardice is responsible 
for both France's and Austria's predicament (notice how I manage to disclaim all 
responsibility for this mess). 

vVell, you guys have really cooled off on the press writing. V/hatsa matter? The 
tension getting to ya? 
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EUROPE EXPLODES I RUSSIA HIT HARD 
ITALY STILL PINNED DOWN! 



AUSTRIA(Don Ditter) 



ENGLAND (John Sokol) 
FRANCE (Marck Morrison) 



GERMANY (Fred Zornow) 
ITALY(C liff M ann) 



RUSSIA(Josh Shaine) 



TURKEY (Dav id Malmquist) 



F Adr-Ion , A Tri-Ven , A Vie-Gal, A Ser (?) Turkish A 
Bui -Rum 

A Nwy-Swe, F Nwg-Bar, F Nth-Eng, F Edi-Nth 

A Par-Bur, A Pic (S) A Par-Bur, A Mun-Tyo (r, Ruh, Boh, 0TB 
F Spa(sc)-Wes, F Mar-Spa(sc), A Martian Colony on 
Antares IV to liberate Nantucket & Martha's Vineyard , 
Star Ship 5th Quadrant transport A Martian Colony ,/Afhy 
don't you try DIPPY, 2016?// 

A Ber-Mun, A Kie (S) A Ber-Mun, A Bel-Bur , F Hoi-Bel , 
A Den (S) English A Nwy-Swe 

A Ven-Tyo , A Rom-Yen , F N a p-Ion 

F Rum (S) Austrian A Ser-Bul (nso ) ( anni ) , A Sev (S) F Rum, 
A Mos-Ukr, A VJar-Sil, F Swe-Den (r, Ska, Fin, GoB, Bal , 0TB 
A StP builds summer palace//How thoughtful of you, say 
the English// 

F Con-Aeg, A Smy-Arm, A Gre-Bul, A Bui-Rum, F Bla (S) A 
Bui -Rum 



Fall, 1902 orders are due by the deadline date and may be made conditional on the 
French and Russian retreats. 

A man never discloses his own character so clearly as when he discredits 
another' s. 

Jean Paul Richter 



TCSOTFLFATSGS(WOABDJAP) : Paris (5 April 1902, Parisian Phrizbae Press) : 
hoafhraanhiap icpyr.le Free skimmed the intelligence reports. "Hmm," he 
eng eenndenni tcp . pp mumbled to himself, "Ganja's out doing himself. Looks 
ta eca gjd hae hp loke a nice job." The Spider was really rousing rabble, 
i et iae ia oe That infectious smile of his was winning hearts. "Good 
n i n r sr nr thing," Free thought, "my slow analytical method is win- 
u eg ia s ning heads." He figured the reports as being two weeks 
u on e behind and in estimates 50fo short of the actual figures, 

m nc Even so, that 'new life-style 1 approach had Jasper k% 

ae ahead of tree's original estimates. It certainly did 

Is not look good. It wouldn't be the first time Free had 

lost to Ganja, but he still had a few tricks up his sleeve before that v/ould hap- 
pen. 

Lyons .(13 April 1902, Tequila Times News Service ): Bottle going left; Bong going 
right. "This is a what?", "this is a shrubbery" going right; "This is a what?", 
"this is a duck", going left. ("This is a trip," Ganj thought.) It was an old 
theatre concentration game, but the Spider had a different use for it. He had 
never used such a well blended agnostic/anarchistic approach with quite the effect 
of this one. Both bottle and bong reached him. His two identical "this is a 
what?" questions went round the table coming back together. He answered the right 
one first, then the left, and waited for those answers to return as the questions 
had. When they did he stood and shouted, "These are what? These are nothing!" 
The meeting was over. Maybe next time the Doctor would let him play politics. 

A Different Paris (16 June 1902, CQ Standard Time/18 January 1903. K Standard Time 
Joint Release PPP/TTNS ): They had popped into this other France to see Emily play 
principle flute in Debussy's 'Prelude a l'apres-midi d'un faune'. The day before 
the concert, Free and Singe (yea, he'd changed it again) were standing in front 
of the concert, hall waiting for Emily and conductor Arnold Layne. Singe was starv 
ing; he could hardly wait to munch out. Suddenly these two dudes walked up and 
introduced themselves. They were named Floyd and Pink, or something like that. 
The Free Four shared some weed and began to talk. Pink asked Free and Singe to 
join him and Floyd in a search for the mysterious West Coast//Doesn' t this press 
belong to Cynoscephalae??//. 

M Wots...uh, the deal?" Singe asked. Pink grinned appreciatively and said that 
there were no strings. 

Free added, "We've been wondering about that West Coast ourselves. Yea, we're 
in, but you'd better check with the Docktor." 

Pink and Free shook hands v/hile Floyd and the Spider exchanged a few oz's and a 
couple grams of coke (not to mention a few bottles of coke and Dr. Pepper of 
the liquid variety). Pink and Floyd vanished. 

"Well," Singed commented, "It's Us and Them and a saucer full of secrets!... 
Think we'll ever find it?" 

"One of these days." 

Paris to Rome : Easy Reefer...uh, Reader Spelling Lesson #1 — To relinquish a 
throne is to "abdickate" — A-B-D-I-C-K-A-T-E. //I don't know what school you went 
to, but //. 



Nothing contributes more to a person's peace of mind than having no opinions 
at all. 

G . C . Licht enberg 
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Mark Berch has started a new endeavor called DIPLOMACY DIGEST . It is not a 
gamezine, but is an "articles only" type thing. It will contain reprints of 
some of the older (and least likely remembered) Diplomacy-related articles. 

Mark's first issue contains some real winners, such as The Ten Diplomandments by 
Rudolph Tatay and The Stab - Act of a Moral Degenerate ? by Bob Sergeant. His pub- 
lication schedule is approximately monthly, and subscriptions go for $3.50/io 
issues. For a sample copy write Mark at 4-92 Naylor Place, Alexandria, VA 22304. 
Please enclose a SSAE. This one looks interesting. 

For those of you who are not aware by now, Doug Beyerlein has announced his 
resignation as Boardman Number Custodian, v/ith a hint that his Diplomacy activities 
will decline in favor of other hobbies and interests. 

I, for one, certainly hope that Doug stays at least a little involved with Dip- 
lomacy. I/fere he to fade from the scene altogether, he would be sorely missed. 
The hobby would continue, of course, but Doug would still be missed. 

Few people have contributed more to the postal Diplomacy scene than has Doug 
Beyerlein. The job of BNC is one that requires much time and effort, but little 
thanks "and recognition. There may be a few people in the hobby who can do the 
job as well as Doug, but I don't think there are any who can do it better (unless 
they can get the numbers assigned to games a little more promptly). 

Doug has always been a level-headed and stable influence in the hobby (the $1.00 
BN charge notwithstanding) , and his articles on play and tactics cannot be sur- 
passed. Particularly noteworthy is his efforts to introduce our hobby to new- 
comers. This is how I got into this crazy business in 1973* 1 had bought the 
Diplomacy set but had trouble getting six other people together. I pulled out 
the flyer on postal play that came v/ith the set. I wrote to Doug Beyerlein and 
Len Lakofka to try to get information on how to get started playing postal Dip- 
lomacy. Within ten days I had an answer back from Doug with detailed explanations. 
I heard nothing from Len Lakofka until a year and a half later when I "suddenly" 
appeared in the lineup for one of his new games. 

So now Doug is soliciting applications from those who might entertain the thought 
of becoming BNC. I would recommend against any current publishers from apply- 
ing, unless they plan to discontinue their zines, as I question the capacity of 
one individual to do both. But Doug encourages applications from all quarters 
and, if anyone is interested in applying, write Doug for an application at 
240 Hawthorne, Apt. F, Palo Alto California 94301. 

Again thanks, Doug, for a job well done. I hope, however, that we oan continue 
to read your articles and watch you play for some time to come. 

A Mittish Musing 
by 

D. B. Platypus 

Well, another game has started. Let's see what I drew this time. . . . Italy! Oh, 
no! Why do I all of a sudden feel three inches shorter, just because I don't 
know how to play this stupid country? 

Shall I go into Tyrolia and hit Austria or march into Piedmont to hassle France. 
Gee, I don't know either of those guys. V/ait....a letter from Russia. Glad to 
see that somebody knows I'm alive. OK, I'll go along. 

Now one from Austria. (Sorry chump, but my hand is already won). Yes, France, 
I'll stay out. . . . 



xne ura^on ana xne i-amD pa^e f 
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Fantastic! I'm now in Tyrolia and Austria is being smashed. Things agoing 
alright 1 

Aha! Trieste is mine! Two builds! Now we're rolling. Watch France. .no, 
no fleet in Marseilles. Yessir, now we're really gonna. .. Turkey ! What's he 
gonna do with that fleet! I'll have to teach him a lesson. .. hey , Russia ol' 
buddy, how about.... 

Wow! Nine units in 1904! Who said this country was tuff to play? Guess it was 
never played by a player of my caliber before. I guess I'd better start moving 
west now. They are almost through with England. But what.... a letter from Ger- 
many. Hmmm. Yes, you have a point. The Russian is ripe for a stab. But he 
has been my game-long ally. 'Well, true conquerors must be ruthless at times. 
Yes, I agree, you owe France nothing. Very well. Let us join forces and sweep 
the swine from the board! 

Ya-hah! Boy I really nailed that Russian good. He never knew what hit him. 
Tough luck, chum, but I gotta world to conquer. Hold it. Yes. Germany is 
sitting there in Burgundy pretty as you please. Now that man's got class. 
Attaboy! We is rol-l-l-in' now! 

Let's -see. That stupid Russian will lose 3 to me and 2 to the German. ... yeah , 
he's out of it now. France can still fight but he's not long for this game 
either. I'll give him time to pull back his forces to use against the German, 
then. . . . Whammo! I'll let him have it. 

At last! The GM is a week late, but now.... WHAT! How could France afford to 
take Tunis, he has to protect against. ... NO I Germany withdraws from Burgundy!... 
moves into Tyrolia and Bohemia! .... takes Galicia with Russian sup. . . RUSSIAN SUP- 
PORT? How could he A PUP-P-P-S-T-T-T ! ! 

OK, creeps. I've got 13 units. Try to pull a fast one on me, huh? Well, ya'll 

just bit off a little more than you can chew don't know who you're up against. 

Yessir! I'll teach all three of 'em 

OK, they got two centers from me but that's just 'cause they guessed lucky. I 
can still deliver a knockout blow to one and then they'll all 

They got four more that time. The GM must be giving them my moves! Why that 
cheap....! Well, I won't give the Russian the satisfaction of seeing me.... HE'S 
OUT? GERMANY. . .TOOK. . .HIS. . .LAST. . .CENTER! Wa-a-ah-hl 

.....Down to 2 lousy centers. Hey guys, what say we call this a 3-way draw? 
After all, I don't even know how to play this stupid country and 



We have one opening left in our last game. 

Frank Mcllvaine raises an interesting point about my non-acceptance of mailgrams 
for orders. Frank points out that if a person calls me, and I have never heard 
his voice before, can be just as deceptive as sending a mailgram. This is true.. 
But, suppose, a person calls me in an attempt to give me a "forged" set of orders 
for Turkey. While it may be true that I have never heard the fraudulent voice 
before, he does not know that I have never heard the real Turkish player's voice. 
A person would probably not be willing to take this gamble* 

Frank suggests the use of "code words" to identify players, and his point is 
well taken. I, myself, sometimes use mailgrams as a last resort if the GM is 
not easily reached by phone; If any of you contemplate the use of mailgrams, 
you can send me a code word (one word, please) with your next orders. I will 
list it beside your name to compare with the one on the mailgram. 



STEVE MctEKDON 
t?OX 57066 

*£B$TER. TEXAS 77598 




United St ates-We 



■ Doug Beyerlein T 
! 2^0 Hawthorne 
Apt. F 

Palo Alto, CA 9^-301 
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